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SUBJECT: FOREIGN BUYER PROGRAM: US VISIT OF SENIOR OFFICIALS 
OF OIL INDIA LTD., TO ATTEND OFFSHORE TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE 
HOUSTON. MAY 8-11, 1978 

FEF: A. 77 CALCUTTA 0949; B. CALCUTTA 0462; 

C. USDOC 07324 

1 . LOCAL BRANCH MANAGER OF OIL INDIA LTD. (OIL) HAS 
INFORMED US THAT A TEAM OF THREE SENIOR OFFICIALS OF 
OIL LED BY MR. C.R. JAGANNATHAN, MANAGING DIRECTOR 
BASED IN NEW DELHI, PLAN TO VISIT HOUSTON TO ATTEND 

THE TENTH ANNUAL OFFSHORE TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE (OTC), 

MAY 8-11, 1978. MR. JANANNATHAN WILL BE ACCOMPANIED 
BY DR. S.N. VISWANATH AND MR. D.K. CHANDRA WHO ARE 
BASED AT OIL HEADQUARTERS IN DULIAJAN, ASSAM. PRIMARY 
OBJECT OF THEIR VISIT IS TO EXTEND THEIR CONTACTS 
WITH AMERICAN SUPPLIERS OF NEW TECHNOLOGY AND 
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EQUIPMENT FOR OFFSHORE EXPLORATION ON THE EASTERN 
COAST OF INDIA. 

2. AS NOTIFIED IN REFTEL A, MR. JAGANNATHAN AND 
OTHER REPRESENTATIVES OF OIL ATTENDED THE OTC IN 
MAY 1977 TO LOCATE APPROPRIATE US FIRMS WHICH ARE 
WILLING TO ASSIST OIL IN ITS FIRST VENTURE FOR 
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OFFSHORE EXPOLORATION IN THE MAHANANDI DELTA, ORISSA. 
ACCORDING TO A.K. SARMAH, WHO ATTENDED THE OTC LAST 
YEAR, THE PARTICIPATION IN 1977 OTC BY OIL OFFICIALS 
WAS USEFUL IN FACILITATING NEGOTIATIONS WITH SOME 
AMERICAN FIRMS INCLUDING THE DELTA EXPLORATION CO„ 
INC., OF HOUSTON FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN 
SEISMIC AND GEOPHYSICAL SURVEYS FOR OIL'S OFFSHORE 
EXPLORATION PROGRAM IN 1978. OIL HAS RECENTLY 
CONCLUDED A CONTRACT WITH DELTA FOR THE PRELIMINARY 
SEISMIC SURVEY OF THE MAHANADI DELTA AS REPORTED IN 
REFTEL B. OIL OFFICIALS ARE WILLING TO MEET IN 
HOUSTON, WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF INTRESTED AMERICAN 
FIRMS WHICH WIL BE ABLE TO MEET THEIR REQUIREMENTS 
FOR OFFSHORE TECHNOLOGY AND EQUIPMENT. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: COMMERCE IS REQUESTED TO ALERT 
APPROPRIATE U.S. FIRMS PARTICIPATING IN THE OTC AND 
ADVISE THE DISTRICT OFFICE IN HOUSTON TO EXTEND ALL 
POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE TO THE OFFICIAL TEAM OF OIL. 

INFO IN REFTEL C IS BEING TRANSMITTED TO OIL OFFICIALS. 
LYDON 
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